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branch of learning and taught them to sing the Ramakatha.
In course of time Sri Rama performed Aswamedha Yaga.
Valmiki sent the two children to sing Rama Charitam on
the occasion. The sage disclosed the identity of the children
and Rama desired that Sita be brought to Ayodhya.
However, Sita could not bear the situation. She invoked
Mother Earth to rescue her. Having proclaimed her chastity
lo the world she disappeared deep inside the cavity of the
earth. Rama was grieved and continued to rule over his
kingdom with a heavy heart and troubled thoughts.
PART II.     REMORSE , PENANCE AND
ENLIGHTENMENT OF SRI RAMA
Sage Romasa continued to narrate the story of Sri Rama:
Uneasy lies the head that wears a crown. The poignant
scene of his beloved Sita sinking into the bosom of mother
Earth haunted him. In spite of being the supreme emperor,
Sri Rama had no peace of mind. His own story melodiously
sung by his children was ringing in his ears. He began to
contemplate on the various incidents connected with his
life. Every action of his, appeared to him to contain a tinge
of dosha. In the first place, instead of killing the demon
Tataki, a woman, he should have deposited her in a remote
land as he had despatched her son Maricha. He was
required to take aim with the bow of Lord Siva, but he had
broken it . He knew fully well that Dasaratha in his heart
of hearts did not wish him to go to forest. Yet he went away
leaving his father in great distress to die soon afterwards.
Rama killed Khara and all the fourteen thousand soldiers
of his in order to protect a few sages. Again Vali was no
enemy of his. That invincible warrior was treacherously
killed by him from behind a tree. Even though the lord of
the seas was only discharging his duties Rama threatened
to scorch the entire seas and displayed unnecessary fury.
For the sake of Sita he wiped out an entire race. Even the
innocent Sita was made to undergo the ordeal of fire, later